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Lee Sara

Lee Sara is a painter who reconfigures emotion and perception within the visual
conditions of the digital age. Her ongoing Wonderland series originates from
childhood memory and imagination, yet moves beyond nostalgia to examine how
images are consumed and emotions are shaped in contemporary visual culture. The
figures inhabiting her paintings exist between reality and fiction, gently prompting
viewers to engage their own memories and psychological responses.

This conceptual approach is closely reflected in her working process. Although Lee’s
paintings appear digitally refined, they are produced through an intensely analog
method. She builds her surfaces through multiple layers of thinly applied paint, then
meticulously incises them with blades and needles to form images. This repetitive
and labor-intensive process allows for textures and lines of exceptional delicacy,
revealing accumulated time and tension beneath the smooth surface.

Such a method aligns with the nature of the images she constructs. Rather than
depicting natural or artificial objects, Lee translates remembered sensations and
emotions into virtual forms. Elements reminiscent of dolls or toys do not function as
direct references; instead, they operate as emotional triggers. Combined with vivid
color palettes, these figures generate a dual atmosphere in which familiarity and



unease coexist—an effect that subtly resists the rapid consumption of digital
imagery.

Ultimately, Wonderland functions less as a fixed fantasy than as a psychological
space within a digitally saturated society. Lee Sara’s paintings propose a new image
form for the digital era—one that offers immediate visual pleasure while sustaining
emotional depth and reflective pause. Through extensive exhibitions and art fair
participation, she continues to expand the possibilities of contemporary painting in
relation to perception, memory, and image culture.

Lee Sa Ra
Exhibition Profile / CV (EN)

Education

Ph.D. (Coursework Completed), Painting, Hongik University
B.F.A. & M.F.A., Painting, Sookmyung Women’s University

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2023
POPPING UP, Galerie Graff, Seoul
Cheeky Cheek, L Gallery, Seoul

2022
Get Lucky! in Wonderland, Walkerhill Hotel, Seoul
Colorful Queendom, Trinity Gallery, Seoul

2021

Dreams Come True, Nohwa Gallery, Seoul
2020

Wonderland, Gallery Daon, Seoul

2019

Colorpool, Insa Art Center, Seoul

2018

Wonderland, Gallery Supporment, Seoul
2017

Good Luck To You, Art Space H, Seoul
2012

Dream, Gana Art Space, Seoul

2010

Love, Hyunju Kim Gallery, Seoul

2007

Dream, Gallery H, Seoul

2003

Dream, Gallery Seoho, Seoul



Art Fairs

KIAF — Korea International Art Fair, COEX, Seoul

MANIF — Seoul International Art Fair, Arts Center Seoul
SOAF — Seoul Open Art Fair, COEX

BIAF — Busan International Art Fair, BEXCO

AHAF — Asia Top Gallery Hotel Art Fair (Hong Kong, Japan)
KCAF — Korea Contemporary Art Fair, Arts Center Seoul

Selected Group Exhibitions

Wonderland, Silver Shell Gallery, Japan

With Friends, 63 Art Museum, Seoul

Portrait of Still Life, Oh Seungwoo Museum of Art, Muan
Hope Gallery, Ara Art Center, Seoul

Seoul Auction Curated Exhibitions

Daegu Youth Biennale, Daegu Culture & Arts Center
Seoul-Chicago Exchange Exhibition, Foster Gallery, Chicago
Numerous group exhibitions in Korea and abroad

Awards

2020
Grand Prize, Best Insadong Character Contest

2006
Best New Artist Award, Arts Center of Korea

2005
New Frontier Award, Danwon Museum of Art

2004
Dong-A Art Prize, Arts Center of Korea

Collections

National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art (Art Bank), Korea
Space Mom Museum of Art
Moran Museum of Art

Collaborations

Zenniswell Package Design, Coreana Cosmetics
Bearbrick Design Collaboration, Kwanpen

Teaching

Lecturer at Hongik University, Sookmyung Women'’s University,
Silla University, Daejin University, and Gangneung University
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