ol 4t

Lee Sang Yeol

%AH

1956, M2, CHetRl=

ot

1979 E2lthstu O|=tlsf 2|3t 2
1984 E2latu olista 3|5t

7HelH

2025 Az2| =, M2

2023 A22| =, M2

2022 A22| =, M2

2021 AH0O|A L2 M2
2021 H|7| Aziz|, b2
2021 ZO[&de{g|, M2

2021 g|Zefg, M2

2020 Z22| =, M2

2020 Zi2{2| QAUAIOLE, M2
2020 AH[0|A L2 M2
2019 Xto| Zz{2|, M2
2019 Z2{2| QAUAOLE, M2
2018 7ILIOIEAHO|A, M
2017 7ILIOIEAL|O|A, M8
2017 OIEGH|, M2

2016 7ILIOIEALO|A, M2
2015 Of|&2| Mgt Stotan|=2t 7HeIH (2] 7HRIH C4r)

%1991 O|= JL F2 Z2{2| A 0jzRoIM F 333 7H

OfE |0

2022-2010 KIAF st==H|OEL|0], COEX, M&
2023-2011 &2 0|=H|, COEX, M3

SOAF ME22Z0IEH0{, COEX, A2

MN20IEL, COEX, A2

ZHOIEME, COEX, M2

2017-2011

San Francisco Art Fair, Fort Mason Center, USA
Miami Art Fair, USA

Art Stuttgart, Stuttgart, Germany

Hamptons Art Fair, New York, USA

Affordable Art Fair, Hong Kong / Singapore / Seoul



2023-2010

SLOIEA, BEXCO, 24t
FA=HOtEH|0f, BEXCO, F4t
YFOIEH|Of, ACHSAMMME, FF

CH0lEHO| EXCO,

T2 tHHA
(Selected Group Exhibitions)

2021-2006 St=HACHAN, o= MY shtzo| a2t
2011-2009 MANIF N 2=ZX|OIEH|!, of|&o|™Met shrtatn| a2t
0| Q| Ct==2of 7|2l L =CH Tha||H™ EHod

A

>

(Awards)
CHstRI=0|=0i™ EM
— 2YCoja

MANIF St=& M| E 4271
— Olzofdg etviEtn|s2t

N
A=

(Affiliations)
or=0|=§3
Zdsilegs
AT

CHet2l=0|=mtid™ =07t

Lee Sang Yeol

Born
1956, Seoul, Korea

Education
1979 B.F.A., Painting, Hongik University, Seoul
1984 M.F.A., Painting, Hongik University Graduate School, Seoul

Solo Exhibitions

2025 Gallery Soop, Seoul
2023 Gallery Soop, Seoul



2022 Gallery Soop, Seoul
2021 Space Namu, Seoul
2021 Bigi Gallery, Seoul
2021 Lotte Gallery, Seoul
2021 Heesu Gallery, Seoul
2020 Gallery Soop, Seoul
2020 Gallery Insa Art, Seoul
2020 Space Namu, Seoul
2019 Jami Gallery, Seoul
2019 Gallery Insa Art, Seoul
2018 Gana Art Space, Seoul
2017 Gana Art Space, Seoul
2017 Art Musee, Seoul

2016 Gana Art Space, Seoul
2015 Hangaram Art Museum, Seoul Arts Center

Has held approximately 33 solo exhibitions since 1991 at major galleries and
museums in Korea.

Art Fairs

2010-2022
KIAF — Korea International Art Fair, COEX, Seoul

2011-2023

Gallery Art Fair, COEX, Seoul

SOAF — Seoul Open Art Fair, COEX, Seoul
Seoul Art Show, COEX, Seoul

PLAS / Figurative Art Seoul, COEX, Seoul

2011-2017

San Francisco Art Fair, Fort Mason Center, USA
Miami Art Fair, USA

Art Stuttgart, Stuttgart, Germany

Hamptons Art Fair, New York, USA

Affordable Art Fair, Hong Kong / Singapore / Seoul

2010-2023

Busan Art Show & Busan International Art Fair, BEXCO, Busan
Gwangju Art Fair, Kimdaejung Convention Center, Gwangju
Daegu Art Fair, EXCO, Daegu

Selected Group Exhibitions

2006—2021
Korean Figurative Art Grand Exhibition,
Hangaram Art Museum, Seoul Arts Center



2009-2011
MANIF — Seoul International Art Fair,
Hangaram Art Museum, Seoul Arts Center

Has participated in numerous curated and invitational group exhibitions.

Awards

Special Prize,
The Grand Art Exhibition of Korea
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Excellence Award,
MANIF Korean Figurative Art Grand Exhibition
Hangaram Art Museum, Seoul Arts Center

Memberships

Korea Fine Arts Association

Gangdong Fine Arts Association

Sanghyeong Art Group

Invited Artist, The Grand Art Exhibition of Korea
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Biography

Lee Sang Yeol is a Korean painter known for his vigorous orchard landscapes,
where figuration and abstraction intersect through dense materiality and physical
gesture. Since the early 1990s, he has developed a distinctive painterly language
that departs from descriptive landscape painting and instead constructs images
through the accumulation, compression, and cultivation of paint itself.

His canvases depict fruit trees in full bloom or heavy with harvest—apple, pear,
persimmon, and peach trees—yet these motifs function less as representations of
scenery than as sites of painterly labor. Thick layers of oil paint are pressed,
scraped, crushed, and piled onto the surface, producing a tactile density that recalls
both agricultural labor and bodily exertion. Lee often describes his process as
“growing” trees on the canvas rather than depicting them, treating the act of painting
as an analogue to farming—plowing, sowing, nurturing, and enduring.

While grounded in recognizable natural imagery, Lee’s work incorporates the logic of
abstraction: heightened chromatic intensity, emphatic textures, and an insistence on
material presence. From the late 2000s onward, his palette has become increasingly
radiant, favoring primary and luminous colors that evoke seasonal abundance and
vitality rather than optical realism.

Resisting mechanized precision and digital smoothness, Lee maintains a resolutely
analog practice rooted in the physicality of the hand and body. His paintings affirm
painting as a site of human warmth, labor, and shared abundance —an embodied
response to contemporary speed, automation, and visual consumption. Through the
recurring image of the fruit-bearing tree, Lee Sang Yeol articulates a vision of
generosity, endurance, and life force embedded in the act of painting itself.



