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Choi Young-ran | Biography (EN)

Choi Young-ran’s paintings center on the human figure, with a particular emphasis
on the nude as a primary visual language. Rather than pursuing realistic
representation, she distorts, transforms, and reconstructs the body, expanding its
sensory and existential presence. Her figures do not convey explicit narratives;
instead, they linger like fragments of dreams, memories, or emotional residues.

Her use of bold color and thick layers of paint generates immediate visual intensity,
yet beneath the surface flows a quiet rhythm and restrained breath. The layered
planes of color and brushwork recall the vibrant palettes of traditional Korean
saekdong textiles and dancheong decoration, revealing a sense of harmony that
tempers their richness.

Faces often appear blurred or with closed eyes, shifting the focus away from
portraiture toward the expression of inner states—what might be described as the
“temperature of the mind” or the intangible aura of a person. Silence, restraint, and
the power of what remains unspoken permeate Choi’s pictorial world.

Flowers and ornamental motifs scattered across the canvas function not as
decorative symbols but as traces of accumulated time, lived experience, and
relational memory. The heavily built-up paint surfaces evoke the tactile qualities of
Korean earthenware jars, emphasizing the physical labor of the hand and the weight
of time embedded in the material.

Choi Young-ran’s practice weaves Korean sensibilities —jeong (deep emotional
attachment), patience, waiting, and warm silence —into a visual language informed
by Western chromatic and formal traditions. As a result, her paintings are vivid yet



never clamorous, unfamiliar yet ultimately resonant, unfolding as quiet landscapes of
the inner life.
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Choi Young-ran

Artist Profile (EN)

Education

B.F.A., Western Painting, Hongik University, Korea

Solo Exhibitions

Over 60 solo exhibitions in Korea and abroad

Major cities in Korea including Seoul, Yongin, Ansan, Busan, Daejeon, Gwangju, and
Gimhae

Internationally in New York, New Jersey, San Francisco, and other cities

Group Exhibitions & Invitational Exhibitions

UNICEF International Charity Exhibition, The Artist Who Drinks Hollis Coffee
Korea—Japan Contemporary Art Exchange Exhibition

International Tourism Expo Contemporary Art Exhibition

Two-person Exhibition, Gallery H, Hyundai Department Store, Daegu
Charity Exhibition for Building a School in Africa

Guggenheim Museum Invitational Exhibition, New York, USA

Sun Gallery Invitational Exhibition, Los Angeles, USA



Louvre Museum Art Shopping Exhibition, Paris, France
Garam Art Invitational Exhibition, Paris, France
AJAK24 New Art in Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Art Fairs

KIAF — Korea International Art Fair (6 times)

Lotte Hotel Art Fair, Masters of Contemporary Art, COEX, Seoul

SOAF — Seoul Open Art Fair

Korea Galleries Art Fair (2001, 2002, 2007)

Affordable Art Fair, New York, USA

International Art Expo, New York, USA (Invited Artist, 4 times, 2004—2007)
Shanghai Art Fair (3 times)

Hong Kong Art Fair (3 times)

Beijing Olympic Art Festival

Singapore Art Fair

Other Activities

Has participated in over 450 exhibitions, including exhibitions and sketch travels
throughout New York, California, Beijing, Shanghai, Japan, and Europe

Collections

The Blue House (Republic of Korea)
Kyobo Bookstore

Samsung Card and Samsung affiliates
Doosan Group

Lotte Group

Hyundai Construction

Hyundai Mobis

Hongik General Hospital
Soonchunhyang Hospital

Asan Medical Center

Orlando Museum, Florida, USA
Portrait of President Kim Dae-jung
Shipbuilding Company, Incheon, Korea



Numerous public and private collections worldwide

Awards & Affiliations

Artist of the Year, Art Culture Magazine, Korea

Selected for the Korea National Art Exhibition

Special Prize, Mokwoo Art Competition

Excellence Award, Korea Watercolor Competition

Excellence in Education Award, Symbols of Intellect Exhibition

Member, Korea Fine Arts Association

Jury Experience

Judge, 1st E.N.S.T. Art Competition, Chungju, Korea
Judge, 10th Korea Watercolor Competition
Judge, 9th Symbols of Aesthetic Consciousness Exhibition

Media

Featured in Korean television dramas including:

SBS on Air

MBC Hero

KBS Painter of the Wind, The Princess Has Returned

SBS Midas, Call of the Country, Thorn Tree Bird, among others

Current

Full-time artist
Member, Korea Fine Arts Association
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